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by Ivy Conner
www.biblestudybooksbyivy.com
This free study is a sample of the material available in my book Denominational Doctrines which includes a study of nine religious groups with an addendum on “Left Behind?” These studies are designed as a REFERENCE book to help research the various Christian beliefs and doctrines in our culture today as compared to what the Bible teaches. Many have come to understand the denominational aspect of some of the teachings they believed and are returning to the Bible as their source for doctrine and practice; and others have been converted with these helps.   —Ivy
The “Cowboy Church” is a fast growing denomination based on western-cowboy culture with few rules and a laid-back atmosphere. It appears that the Cowboy churches are loosely knit and have variations of doctrine—but basically their beliefs include a mix of Baptist, Calvinist and Pentecostal doctrines some of which are presented here.
Caution! Because of the differences within the movement, be sure to ask 
what someone believes before discussing the Scriptures with them.

FACTS ABOUT THE “COWBOY CHURCH”: 
1. The Cowboy church movement began about 1994 with groups meeting at rodeos and sporting events.
2. Many Cowboy churches have their headquarters in Waxahachie, Texas. That association began about January of 2000. 
3. There are more than 700 Cowboy churches across the United States with the largest concentration in east Texas.
4. These churches are loosely organized and each one may have widely different beliefs and statements of faith. 

THE APPEAL OF THE “COWBOY CHURCH”: 
1. Members dress casually and/or in western boots, hats, jeans. 
2. The preaching is generally a “short” and simple lesson.

3. The music usually includes a band playing songs of the toe-tapping Country/Western Gospel variety, with the band doing most of the singing.
4. Offering baskets are not passed, instead a hat or boot is left out for donations.
5. There is no public invitation to encourage people to obey Christ in their service. 
6. Fun and games draw people. “Play Day” and “Rodeo” are some of the invitations, with awards of trophies, ribbons, and belt-buckles for both kids and adults. The emphasis is on play day, rodeo, games and music, over the preaching of the Gospel.
7. Membership often permits believing what you want to believe. 
Many Cowboy churches are made up of nice, sincere people—community leaders and people who have left other denominations to participate in the new “Cowboy Church.”
WHAT COULD BE WRONG or unscriptural about such a group proudly proclaiming themselves to be the “Cowboy Church”? 
1. There is a vast difference between a “Cowboy Church” and a church of Christ or church of God. Jesus promised to build His church, (see Matt. 16:18) and Christ paid the price to purchase the church—His death (blood), Acts 20:28. 

a. Cowboy? A cowboy did not die for your sins. Why would we glorify “cowboy” instead of the name of Christ? (Acts 4:12.) Imagine a Fisherman’s Church, and a Carpenters’ Church, and a Potter’s Church and a Tax Collectors Church. What about a Jewish church (for Jews) and a Gentile church for the rest of us? By the way that idea was tried unsuccessfully in the New Testament. 
See Acts chapter 15; Ephesians 3:4‑6 and Galatians 3:26-29. 
b. The “Cowboy Church” is further separating and dividing people within the church which is strongly condemned, I Cor. 1:10-16. It goes against the true Lord’s prayer that we might be ONE, as Jesus prayed in John 17:21-23. This is the prayer Jesus prayed the night before He died. He wanted one single, united church not many! Jesus Christ did not die for a denomination, Acts 20:28.
2. The BIBLE IS CLEAR. There is to be but one body (church), Eph. 4:4-6 and 1:22-23. The church is the body of Christ. What do people not understand about ONE?  One church not two. We understand one wife, one car, one job, one dollar, but somehow people cannot seem to grasp one body/church! There is only ONE body/church. See I Corinthians 12:20, 27- 28.
COWBOY CHURCHES ARE BASICALLY “BAPTISTIC” IN DOCTRINE: 
1. Salvation by Faith only (alone).

a. “Faith only” salvation is wrong in more than 50 ways. The Bible says “if you have faith to move mountains but have not love” it is worthless, I Cor. 13:2. 
b. THE BIBLE TEACHES that we are not saved by “faith only.” See James 2:24; Matt. 7:21‑23. 
c. The devil believes and also confesses Christ but he is not saved. 
See James 2:19-26; Matthew 8:29.
d. How can some of the largest “churches” in town be wrong on salvation at least 50 times? This is truly disturbing to those who believe and know the truth, James 2:24…which says, not by faith only.  

e.  The Scriptures mention “50+ Things That Save.” See Addendum B, p. 13.
f. Salvation is not by “Faith Only.” For Fifteen False Statements about Salvation followed by a scriptural answer, see Addendum A, p. 9.
2. The Cowboy church teaches that baptism is NOT for remission of sins but only to identify with Christ and join the church. 

a. THE BIBLE TEACHES we must be baptized “in order to be saved,” Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3-4; I Peter 3:20-21. Baptism is FOR the remission of sins,
b. To be WRONG on SALVATION is to make everything else of little consequence. Salvation from sin is the key, and without it, to be correct doctrinally on every other point would be utterly vain and worthless. The Bible is very clear on salvation.
3. People from other denominations are accepted with no requirement to meet Bible standards. 
4. The “Pastor” (one person), in effect, is in charge of everything that takes place. Some have “teams” to assist them in “pastoring.”
a. “Pastor” is their name for “preacher” and in some churches can be young, unmarried, inexperienced and without a family

b. THE BIBLE TEACHES that Pastors (Shepherds) were not just “preachers,” they were men of age and wisdom who possessed certain specific qualifications as set forth in I Timothy 3:1‑10; Titus 1:5-9.

c. THE BIBLE TEACHES that EVERY New Testament church which had pastors (aka elders, bishops, or presbyters—a PLURALITY of them—more than one). 

i. Jerusalem, Acts 11:30.

ii. Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, Acts 14:23.

iii. Ephesus, Acts 15:4, 6; 20:17, 28.

iv. In every city, Titus 1:5.

v. Philippi, James 5:14; I Peter 5:1; Philippians 1:1.

5. Cowboy Church members are mostly pre-millennialists. (They estimate about 95%)
a. Most believe in the false doctrines of left behind, rapture, and the return of Christ to the earth to establish His kingdom and reign on the earth for 1,000 years.
b. THE BIBLE TEACHES that Jesus will NEVER set foot on the earth again, Heb. 7:17 and 8:4.  See also Zechariah 6:13.  

c. The Bible does not teach about “Rapture.” It is not a Scriptural word. All people, both good and bad, will be raised forever, John 5:28-29; I Thess. 4:13-18.

d. Jesus is King now and has a kingdom now, Rev. 11:15; 19:16; Acts 2:29-36; Heb. 12:28.

e. Jesus will return to bring an end to the world and resurrect all people and sinners will be judged, I Thess. 4:13-18; I Cor. 15:20-28 and John 5:28-29; 12:48-50.

f. Jesus will return in fire to destroy the world and bring judgment on mankind, II Thess. 1:7-10. See also Matthew 25:31-46.
g. The seven things which are omitted in Revelation 20:1-6 are essential to a millennial theory. The entire premillennial position is a “figment of a fantastic imagination.” There is not enough stretching or twisting of this passage to get a 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth at a “second coming”!
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6. Instruments of music are used in their worship.

a. IN THE BIBLE, vocal music (acappella) is the ONLY music ordained of God for use in the New Testament church, Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16.  
b. “Singing” is plainly, clearly and specifically commanded.

c. We must worship In Spirit and Truth, John 4:24.  “Thy Word is truth,” John 17:17; Psalm 119:160.

7. The Lord’s Supper is offered only occasionally.
a. Some Cowboy churches partake of the Lord’s Supper only once a quarter or every fifth Sunday or “whenever the pastor says.”

b. THE BIBLE TEACHES that New Testament Christians kept the Lord’s Supper regularly “on the first day of the week” in accordance with the apostles’ doctrine, Acts 20:7; 2:42.

8. Rules of Faith.

a. Many Cowboy churches use a statement of faith, creed or constitution that provide them with “rules of faith and practice.”

b. THE BIBLE is the only book needed to show us how to live, Matthew 15:6, 8-9; Acts 17:11; II Timothy 3:16-17; II John 9.

SOME OF THEIR TEACHING COMES FROM THE PENTECOSTALS:
Some believe in Bible miracles today.
a. They teach that at salvation, one receives the baptism of the Holy Spirit which results in their belief that they can reproduce Bible miracles and speak in tongues.
b. THE BIBLE TEACHES that the miraculous gifts of the Spirit were temporary and would soon cease, I Cor. 13:8-10. See also Mark 16:15-20 and Hebrews 2:1-4.
SOME OF THEIR TEACHING FOLLOWS CALVINISM:
1.  Perseverance of the Saints (once save always saved)
a. The “impossibility of apostasy” or “perseverance of the saints,” which is the false doctrine that “once a person is saved, he is always saved and cannot fall from grace.”

b. THE BIBLE TEACHES that saved people CAN fall from the grace of God and be lost, Gal. 5:4; James 5:19-20; Heb. 3:12-13; 6:4-6; II Pet. 2:14-22; Luke 8:5-15.

c. For those Christians who have fallen back into sin 
(fallen from grace, Gal. 5:4):

i. Repent & Pray – “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee,” Acts 8:22.

ii. Convert a sinner from the error of his way – “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins,” James 5:19-20.
d.  There are more than ten scriptures that show the doctrine of “Falling From Grace” to be false. See Addendum C, p. 17.
2. Total Hereditary Depravity
a. Several “Cowboy Church” pastors as well as their web-sites state the Calvinistic teaching that babies are born in sin because of Adam. They teach that we are born with a sinful nature. This seems to be the most disgusting point of Calvinism…that babies are born in total sin and wickedness from their birth. But, the Bible teaches babies are innocent and safe. See James 1:17-18 and Psalm 127:3. 
b. THE BIBLE TEACHES – we do not inherit sin from parents or Adam and Eve:

i. Sin is committed, not inherited, I John 3:4; John 8:34.

ii. We are punished for our sins, Isaiah 59:1-2; Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-20.

iii. Babies are not born sinners or into sin, Isaiah 53:6; Ezekiel 28:15.

I. Children are of the kingdom of heaven and we are to be like them. See Matthew 18:2-3, 14 and Matthew 19:13-15. 
I. Children go astray; they are not born “astray,” Psalm 58:3; 1-6.
I. Babies would be among the pure in heart that will see God because they are a pure gift from God, Matt. 5:8; Psalm 127:3; James 1:17-18.
SUMMARY: The “Cowboy Church” movement is built upon a false concept of gathering a group of special interest people with the motivation to appeal to worldly amusements, activities, music and culture. Popular “Cowboy” style is not in itself wrong. But to separate and begin a Christian congregation on a foundation of popular culture, easy acceptance and compromising doctrine is not in the pattern of Jesus and His church as revealed in the New Testament. 
Back to the Bible—NOT what is popular or accepted—but back to the Word. When Jesus fed the 5,000 men the loaves and fishes the multitudes followed Him. BUT when Jesus began preaching doctrine, sacrifice and commitment they left Him by the thousands. See John 6:26, 60-69. Very sad. Back to the Bible and back to Christ! 
CONCLUSION:

There is no assurance that God will bless a group that divides believers and opposes His Word. The “Cowboy Church” teaches false doctrine on salvation and adds to worship with instruments of music. Do nice people go there? Yes, but some are ignorant of biblical teaching and others are hypocritical in that they KNOW better (that the Cowboy church does not follow scriptural teaching). See Luke 6:38 and Matthew 7:21, 23.

The Cowboy Church concept is not biblical. The idea of a special church for special people is purely denominational. Imagine a Fisherman’s church and a Potter’s church and a Shepherds church and a Carpenters church, etc. UNTHINKABLE! This is without biblical support. The concept of division, doctrinal softness and inaccuracies are to be rejected. 
In the Bible, the church was faced with a pivotal/crossroads decision: one church for Jews and one for the Gentiles? NO! The Holy Spirit inspired the apostle Paul to smash that idea with an apostolic blow—the books of Ephesians and Galatians. One Gospel, one faith, one body—no divisions, Eph. 4:4-6; I Cor. 1:10-16. The “Cowboy Church” concept further divides groups of people. It is not scriptural. 

Finally, and most importantly, the lack of doctrinal accuracy is a big problem, especially in the area of salvation. They are preaching an “unsaving” gospel in omitting God’s command to be baptized for the remission of sins and to receive the gift of Holy Spirit, Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16 and Acts 5:32.. Baptism definitely has a part in God’s saving grace, Acts 22:16; I Peter 3:20‑21

The popularity and draw of the Cowboy church is NOT the preaching of the Gospel but the flavor of the casual and relaxed atmosphere, and the draw of fun and games. Rodeos and prizes seem to be promoted in their advertising and news releases over the Gospel of Jesus Christ. All the activity in the world, without sound doctrine and following the Bible, is meaningless.

Matt. 15:6-9 — Jesus said, “…Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
BE PATIENT, love them (not their doctrine) and pray that they might believe and obey God’s complete will and come to Christ. (For more detailed information about Calvinism, Baptist or Pentecostal doctrines, see Denominational Doctrines chapters 3, 5, and 7.)
PLEASE NOTE:  If you have any desire to correspond or talk with Ivy please email him at ivyconner@gmail.com. If there are errors in this presentation please notify me and changes will be made. Remember that Cowboy churches vary from group to group. 

We wish to speak the truth in love and also wish to refute and expose false teaching that leads people away from Jesus Christ, Eph. 5:11; 4:15 and II Tim. 4:1-2; 4:1-5. 

THIS STUDY WAS DEVELOPED FROM personal experience, hours of interviews with “pastors” and members of Cowboy churches and a study of many web-sites of Cowboy churches and comparing these with the Bible.
Review Questions and Discussion Points — Cowboy Church
1. Explain the attraction that draws people to the “Cowboy Church.” (p. 2)









2. .What does the Bible say, “saved by faith” or “saved by faith only”?  Use John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9; Mark 16:15-16; James 2:24 (Addendum A, p. 9; Addendum B, p. 13)





3. Name at least five different things that the Bible says saves or justifies us. 
(Addendum A, p. 9; Addendum B, p. 13) 












4. Why is the term “Cowboy Church” not a name that honors Christ? See Acts 4:12; Acts 20:28 and Romans 16:16. (p. 2, 6)


 

5. Explain the reasoning as to why the idea of Christ returning to set up His kingdom and rule on the earth for a 1,000 years is not biblical. (p. 4) 







“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”

To become a Christian, to be saved and know you are saved (II Cor. 13:5; Rom. 8:1; I John 5:13): (Hear the Gospel (death burial and resurrection of Jesus); (Believe the Gospel; (Repent of sin; (Confess the name of Jesus as Lord and (Be baptized into Christ (immersed) for the remission
of sins. See Rom. 10:17; John 3:16; Luke 13:3, 5; Rom. 10:8-10 and Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38 and 22:16 and Rom. 6:1-7, 16‑18; (Grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, see II Peter 3:18.
ADDENDUM A
“FAITH ONLY?”

Fifteen false statements concerning salvation will be made 
followed by a logical and scriptural reply.

1.  ERROR: SALVATION is of grace and not of works; therefore you cannot and must not do anything to receive it, Romans 3:24; 4:4-7, 16.

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Salvation is by grace through faith (something you do). This same writer in Romans 6:17‑18 states that this salvation from sins comes when people “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine…being then made free from sin.” WHEN?  THEN!—at the point of obedience. Paul had just discussed the fact of their obedience WHEN they “were buried with him by baptism into death…raised…to walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:3-4. This is the NEW BIRTH and is truly salvation by faith, at the point of obedience—BAPTISM! Be consistent with Peter and Paul and Jesus, I Peter 3:20-21; Mark 16:15-16.

2.  ERROR: SALVATION is a “free gift” (grace); therefore, you must not and cannot DO anything to receive it.  Thus, baptism is not necessary before one is saved, Romans 6:23.

THE BIBLE TEACHES: See Matthew 7:21-23—some will be lost because they didn’t DO! If a person can do “nothing,” then the idea of “universal salvation” follows (all will be saved). 

A good study of Joshua 6:1-20 is needed!  God had GIVEN (by grace, a free gift) Israel the city of Jericho, Joshua 6:2, 16.  YET, Israel still had to DO SOMETHING—march around the walls for seven days, blow trumpets and shout.  Yet, Hebrews 11:30 states that Jericho was taken “by faith…after it had been compassed” (marched round seven days). The city was given, and accepted by faith WHEN Israel compassed it.

In the same way, salvation is by grace (Galatians 1:6), and accepted by faith when one is baptized (see Galatians 3:26‑27)—likewise, the Ephesians, Eph. 2:8-9; Acts 19:1-5; Eph. 4:4.  God gives us SALVATION. Nothing we do earns it for us—it is a GIFT by faith.

3.  ERROR: The great apostle Paul claimed that he didn’t care about baptism because he was sent to “preach the Gospel,” I Corinthians 1:17.  Therefore, baptism is not essential.

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Paul’s reason for denying he baptized many Corinthians is stated in I Corinthians 1:10-17. Paul did baptize, I Corinthians 1:13-16; Acts 18:8. Paul preached under the same Great Commission that the other apostles did, and the same under which we preach, Matt. 28:19-20. We are not sent to “baptize,” but to “preach the Word!” However, the result of Gospel preaching is the baptism of lost souls, Mark 16:15-16.
4.  ERROR: SALVATION is by grace through faith ALONE.  Therefore, baptism is not essential to salvation, and you cannot work nor do anything to receive God’s grace and be saved except “believe,” Ephesians 2:5, 8-9.

THE BIBLE TEACHES: Ephesians were BAPTIZED, Acts 19:1-5; Ephesians 4:4-6.  The passage teaches salvation by grace through FAITH—but not “only” through faith.  That is perversion!

5.  ERROR:  Paul taught: all you must do to be saved is “believe,” Acts 16:31.

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Paul did NOT say ALL one has to do is believe, he said we must “believe.” Acts 16:31-34 proves they did more than believe—they were baptized. The Devil believes. See James 2:19. Is the Devil saved?  Salvation by “faith alone” would save the Devil! 

6.  ERROR:  All a man must do to have eternal life is “believe,” John 3:16.

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  John 3:16 teaches one must “believe,” but not only believe. John 8:31-32 clearly emphasized that believers must ABIDE (continue) in Christ’s WORDS to truly be His disciples. In Mark 16:16, Christ’s words were, believe first, be baptized and salvation follows. John 12:42-43 discusses unsaved believers who refused to confess Him. See also Matt. 10:23‑33.

7.  ERROR:  John 1:12 teaches that all who believe automatically become children of God WITHOUT doing anything and without being baptized.

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  The devils believe and tremble, see James 2:19. Does that mean they are children of God? Galatians 3:26‑27 tells us how we become children of God— “by faith…baptized into Christ Jesus.”  Also I Timothy 3:15; Acts 2:38, 41, 47.

8.  ERROR:  All that one needs to do to have eternal life is “believe,” John 6:47 (5:24; 20:30‑31).

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Belief is essential but not ALL we need to do. John 8:31‑32; 12:42‑43; Matthew 7:21-23.

9.  ERROR:  All one must do to be saved is believe. The thief on the cross only believed and was surely not baptized, Luke 23:42-43.

THE BIBLE TEACHES: There is no proof that the thief on the cross was not baptized. What passage teaches he was never baptized?  He knew about the kingdom, John the Baptist taught that. John baptized multitudes of thieves, sinners and crooks “for the remission of sins,” Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; Matthew 26:31‑32. 

The thief lived under Moses’ law, Heb. 9:15-17. The Great Commission (Matt. 28:18‑20) wasn’t given until several days AFTER CALVARY when Jesus commanded, go teach and baptize all nations. At the time the thief lived, all men were not required to be baptized. There is more evidence the thief had been baptized than that he wasn’t, but because he lived under the Law it doesn’t make any difference.
10.  ERROR:  By works no man can be justified, Galatians 3:6-14.  Therefore, baptism cannot wash away sins or save any man because it is a work that is in addition to faith.

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  The same writer, in the same book, same chapter explains that salvation comes by faith at the POINT OF BAPTISM. See Gal. 3:26-27—doing is necessary, Gal. 5:6; Matt. 7:21‑23; Heb. 5:8-9. The “works” of Galatians 3:2, 10, etc. are “works of the Law.”  To believe, repent and confess Christ you must “do.” You do nothing when you submit to baptism. Baptism is NEITHER a WORK OF LAW, NOR a WORK OF MAN, but rather a WORK OF GOD. See Colossians 2:12 and John 6:29.

11.  ERROR:  Acts 2:38 teaches baptism “for” the remission (removal) of sins.  “For” means “because of.” You are baptized “because your sins are already forgiven.”  Doctors give penicillin shots for sickness (because one already had a sickness).

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Any reputable translation translates Acts 2:38 “in order to have your sins forgiven.”  See Goodspeed, Phillips, Williams, The Word, New Living Bible, Today’s English Version (Good News for Modern Man), Amplified, New Revised Standard, The Message, Young’s Literal Translation.  Matthew 26:28 uses the exact same Greek words with the same tense.  Jesus shed his blood on the cross for sins—in order to remove them—NOT because they were already forgiven.  See also Acts 22:16; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:20‑21.

12.  ERROR:  All who teach and require baptism before salvation are “legalists” (like Pharisees they are trying to EARN their way to heaven by their good works).

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Doing what the Bible says is not legalism. It is called “obedience,” Heb. 5:8‑9 and John 8:31-32. What else can we appeal to for guidance except, “Thy word is truth,” John 17:17?  Those who reject the Word will be judged by it, John 12:48 cf. Rev. 20:12.  Man LIVES by the word of God, Matthew 4:4.  It is therefore neither Pharisaic nor legalistic to seek to obey the word of the Lord!  This is WISE, Matthew 7:24-27; II Timothy 3:16-17.  We must “preach the Word,” II Timothy 4:2; 4:1-5.

13.  ERROR:  Those who teach “baptism in order to salvation,” would let a man die on a hospital bed instead of accepting a “deathbed confession.”  But, like the thief on the cross, this man will be saved “by faith alone.”

THE BIBLE TEACHES:  Christ gave the commands, Luke 7:30; Mark 16:16; II Thessalonians 1:7-9. He is the judge!  Jesus works all things after the “counsel of his own will,” Eph. 1:11.  During the flood in the days of Noah, how many “deathbed confessions” were made?  God allowed the entire world, except for eight souls to perish, I Peter 3:20-21.  A rich ruler sought eternal life and Christ set the requirement high and refused to lower it.  The young man went away without salvation, though he did seek it, Luke 18:18‑28.  See II Thessalonians 1:7-9! 
14.  ERROR: Some claim (a real “dodge”) that if a person ever lost his salvation, they were NEVER really saved to start with.

The truth is some have absolutely NO assurance of salvation until they die without sin, because while living and “thinking” they are truly saved they were NEVER REALLY saved if they leave Christ! This is what some actually teach—not really saved IF they leave Jesus.

So, those who believe this, cannot say they are saved for sure until they die faithfully, because IF they ever leave Christ, deny Him, divorce their wife, become an alcoholic and blaspheme God, they are still saved OR they were never REALLY saved to start with. Incredible – circular reasoning. 

THE BIBLE TEACHES: Romans 8:1; I John 1:7 and 5:13 teach salvation can be sure, but it depends on continued walking in the light. Christians CAN fall and lose their salvation and they can know it, II Cor. 13:5. Salvation is sure when conditions are met: walk, hear His voice, follow Him—saved for sure, John 10:27-28.

15.  ERROR: People are saved before they are buried in baptism. This is like teaching to bury people who are spiritually alive, not spiritually dead people. 

THE BIBLE TEACHES: We are dead in sin, Ephesians 2:1. Baptism takes our sins away and we are born again and made spiritually alive, Rom. 6:3-5. Therefore, we properly bury (baptize) dead people (dead in sin) so that they can be raised to a new life. See also Acts 22:16 and I Peter 3:20-21. This illustrates “the new birth,” John 3:3-5. 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new,” II Corinthians 5:17. 

ADDENDUM B

50+ THINGS THAT SAVE!
There is nothing “only” that saves us. There are many things that save us.  The Bible teaches there are more that 50 things that save and justify us. Remember, Psalm 119:160 (ASV).
1. God – Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. (Rom. 8:33)

2. Jesus – For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

3. Holy Spirit – And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (I Co. 6:11)

4. Faith – But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. (Heb. 11:6)

5. Hope – For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? (Rom. 8:24)

6. Love – For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

7. Love the truth – And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. (II Thess. 2:10)
8. Life of God’s Son – Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. (Rom. 5:9-10)
9. Death of God’s Son – For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. (Rom. 5:10)
10. The Cross – But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. (Gal. 6:14)

11. Crucifixion – Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Rom. 4:25)

12. Jesus' Blood - Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. (Rom. 5:9)

13. Resurrection – Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Rom. 4:25)

14. Grace – For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8-9)

15. Mercy - Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost. (Titus 3:5)

16. Forgiveness Brings Forgiveness – Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: (Luke 6:37)

17. Goodness of God – Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? (Rom.2:4)

18. The name of Jesus - Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

19. Gospel - For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. (Rom. 1:16)

20. Preaching - For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (I Cor. 1:21)

21. Hearing - So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Rom. 10:17)

22. Repentance - For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. (II Cor. 7:10)

23. Confession - For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (Romans 10:10)

24. Water Baptism - Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (I Peter 3:20 -21). See Acts 10:47; 22:16; and Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3.

25. New Birth (Born Again) –Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God… Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (John 3:3-5) See also Acts 2:38 and Titus 3:5.

26. Calling on the name of the Lord - And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Acts 2:21) See Acts 22:16 …arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

27. In Christ – Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. (II Tim. 2:10). How to get “into Christ.” See Rom. 6:3-4 & Gal. 3:26-27)

28. Loving not their life unto death – And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. (Rev. 12:11)

29. Blood of the Lamb – And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. (Revelation 12:11)

30. Their Testimony – And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. (Rev. 12:11)

31. The Engrafted Word - Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.(James 1:21)

32. Fire – If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. (I Cor. 3:15)

33. Patience – In your patience possess ye your souls. (Luke 21:19)

34. Enduring to the end - And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. (Matt. 10:22); Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (I Cor. 15:58)

35. Yourselves - And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. (Acts 2:40)

36. Obedience – Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered; And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him;  (Heb. 5:8-9)

37. Faithful until death – Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. (Rev. 2:10)

38. Lose your life – For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. (Matt. 16:25)

39. Heed yourself and the doctrine and continue in them – Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (I Tim. 4:16)

40. Walking in the light – But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (I John 1:7)

41. Walk after the Spirit – There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Rom. 8:1)

42. Law of the Spirit of life in Christ – For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. (Rom. 8:2)

43. If you hold fast (the Gospel) – …By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory (hold fast) what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. (I Cor. 15:1-2)

44. Continuing in the Truth – Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  (John 8:31-32)

45. Doing the will of the Lord – Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven. (Matt. 7:21)

46. Conversion – That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. (Mark 4:12)

47. Doctrine – Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (I Tim. 4:16)

48. Winning Souls – To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. (I Cor. 9:22)

49. Works of Faith – Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. (James 2:24)

50. Exceeding Righteousness (Christ’s) - For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:20). For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. (Rom. 10:3) See also Rom. 10:1-4. We need Christ’s righteousness.
51. Childbearing - …she shall be saved in childbearing, if…continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. (I Tim. 2:15)

In Summary: The denominational doctrine of “faith only,” held by many people and churches, is false. Anyone who takes a position that we are saved by “faith only” after reading these 50+ points is dishonest and lacks integrity. The truth makes us free.

Matthew 7:21 – “Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.”

James 2:24 – “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”

John 8:31-32 – “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

It is critical that we not take one or two verses to prove a point. Every scripture is profitable, and we must consider all scripture on any subject, II Tim. 3:16-17 and especially Psalm 119:160 (ASV) – “The sum of thy word is truth; And every one of thy righteous ordinances endureth for ever.”

ADDENDUM C

FALLING FROM GRACE
Once Saved—Always Saved

Many very sincere and earnest “fundamental” people hold to the false doctrine that one “cannot fall from grace” and “once a person is saved, he is always saved.” THE BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH SUCH A DOCTRINE. The Bible DOES TEACH that a Christian can be eternally lost. The Bible teaches that a person can be saved at one point in time and later be lost. The Bible teaches that Christians can fall from grace.

Several very plain scriptures must be considered:

1. Galatians 5:4 - Paul told those that had gone back to the law and to a “salvation by works” system that they had FALLEN FROM GRACE.  For a person to fall from grace, he must first be in the grace of God.

2. I Corinthians 10:12 teaches that if we think we stand, we better be careful lest we FALL.  It is possible to fall!  If not, why does the Bible warn us about it?  When I Corinthians 10:1‑11 is read in context, it teaches us that we (as did God’s children in the Old Testament—Israel) can be lost, even after we have been saved!

3. I Corinthians 15:1-4, 58 - We are saved by the Gospel.  “If we keep in memory the preaching…except we had believed in vain!” KJV (hold fast, ASV).  It is possible to believe, and it to be vain.

4. James 5:19-20 - James instructs those who have come to Christ, and then have “erred (turned aside) from the truth” to be led back to Christ.  If such a one is converted, his soul is saved from death and a multitude of sins is covered.

This salvation is not salvation from physical death.  One that falls away and is restored still will die physically if the Lord tarries.  He is saved from eternal, everlasting death in hell by having his sins covered.  Thus, if one who is saved later falls into sin and is not converted, he will die spiritually.

5. Hebrews 6:4-6 teaches that there were some who did FALL AWAY, and their spiritual state was such that it was impossible to renew them again.  Here is absolute proof one can fall!  It even says that those who had the Holy Spirit were lost.  See Ephesians 4:30.

6. Hebrews 10:25-31  teaches concerning those who have become Christians (who have been saved) and says if they practice sin and deny Christ and “sin willfully” they have no more sacrifice for sins.  Thus, they don’t have Christ.

7. II Peter 1:10  Peter says that if we DO certain things we shall never fall.  Obviously, if we don’t do them, we shall fall!

8. II Peter 2:14-22  God’s word calls people that have forsaken (gone away from) the right way, cursed children.  They were children of God, they were saved, they were born again, but they forsook it. Now God calls them “cursed,” 2:14.  They will lose their salvation and reward.  They are disinherited, cursed children. Peter goes on to say that because of their salvation and spiritual knowledge, it will be WORSE with them than if they had NEVER KNOWN the way of God!  The dog returns to its vomit and the sow to the pig pen.

9. Revelation 2:10  Our work is to be “faithful unto death” and then to receive the crown of life.  Those that aren’t faithful won’t receive life!

10. Matthew 7:21-23  Jesus, in addressing His disciples, teaches them that salvation involves more than belief and more than calling Him Lord. Doing the will of the Father is also necessary.  If not, we can claim all kinds of faith and works and think we are saved, but we will not be saved.  See also Matthew 25:41-46—disciples now lost.

How much clearer can God’s teaching be?
No amount of illustration or philosophy 
can explain these scriptures away.

ADDITIONAL PASSAGES TO CONSIDER

1. In I Corinthians 9:27, Paul said he feared being castaway.

2. II Corinthians 13:5 teaches us to “examine ourselves whether we be in the faith” or “reprobate.”

3. In Luke 8:9-15, the Parable of the Sower shows that two of the three kinds of hearts that received the Word fell away.

4. In John 15:1-7, Branches are disciples, and when unproductive these are cast off from Christ and burned.
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THINGS NOT MENTIONED IN REVELATION 20:1-6


from God’s Prophetic Word, Foy E. Wallace, Jr. p. 284.


It does NOT mention the SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.


It does NOT mention a BODILY RESURRECTION.


It does NOT mention a REIGN ON EARTH.


It does NOT mention the literal THRONE (OF DAVID).


It does NOT mention JERUSALEM OR PALESTINE.


It does NOT mention US.


It does NOT mention CHRIST ON EARTH.
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In today’s world where many are using the vivid word pictures in Revelation to scare and intimidate, it is often a relief for Christians to find the peace and confidence that comes with understanding the message of the book of Revelation—Victory in Jesus!


CHRIST IS IN CONTROL!
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